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Mexican expatriates residing in the US are expected to play a significant role in the campaigns
leading to upcoming elections in both Mexico and the US. However, many of these expatriates do
not have the right to vote in either country. The issue of granting voting rights to expatriates has
heated up in Mexico in recent days, with the former governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional
(PRI) pledging to work harder on behalf of Mexican residents in the US, perhaps stealing a
campaign issue from President Vicente Fox.
In mid-July, the PRI established a special committee to work on a plan to grant expatriates the right
to vote in 2006. "The right to vote for Mexicans overseas is becoming a more timely topic," said PRI
president Roberto Madrazo. "Therefore, our party will push for expatriates to participate in future
elections." Madrazo said any plan to grant expatriates the right to vote would have to come through
the framework of electoral- reform legislation. "That is why we cannot apply this principle to the
2003 elections but hope to do so by 2006."
The PRI's position on voting rights for expatriates did not come without some prodding from
organizations of Mexican emigrants in the US. These organizations, which have grown increasingly
frustrated by the slow pace of electoral reforms in the Mexican Congress, have threatened to take
actions to gain the attention of politicians.
Several dozen groups throughout the US, led by the Rhode Island-based Asociacion Mexicana
de Providence, organized an embargo on remittances for July 15-19. This gesture, while largely
symbolic, was intended to remind Mexican politicians of the economic influence that expatriates
have on the Mexican economy.
Remittances this year are expected to match or exceed the US$9 billion sent in 2001. In May alone,
expatriates sent US$912.2 million, a 23% increase from the same month in 2001. "We have waited 60
years to be able to vote," said Julio Cesar Aragon, director of Asociacion Mexicana de Providence. "If
we have waited that long, they can wait for five days. That is the best way we know to pressure the
government."

Expatriate groups decry closure of migrant-affairs office
Some of these same expatriate groups have also launched a campaign to try to save the special office
created by Fox to support Mexicans residing in the US. Fox announced the decision to eliminate
the office in mid-July, as part of a budget-cutting move. The functions of the office will be assumed
by a special unit in the Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE). But some observers suggested
that budget considerations were not the only reason the office was closed, that it was also a power
struggle between Foreign Relations Secretary Jorge Castaneda and office director Juan Hernandez.
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Hernandez, a US citizen, often made statements contradictory to immigration policies presented by
Castaneda. "The readjustment under discussion could be seen as an effort to sharpen the message,"
a Fox administration official told The Dallas Morning News. "It's not that Mexicans abroad are
not a priority. On the contrary, the adjustment is aimed at sharpening the message to make our
efforts more consistent and coherent." Still, closing the office is a political risk for Fox because it was
presented as a symbol of the president's commitment to expatriates.
One of Fox's campaign promises was that he would place a high priority on obtaining the right to
vote for Mexicans in the US. Primitivo Rodriguez, coordinator of the Coalicion por los Derechos
Politicos de los Mexicanos en el Extranjero, is leading a letter-writing campaign to keep the office
open and to remind Fox of his campaign promise to make immigrants a priority. "Either Fox has
some really bad advisers, beginning with his foreign minister, or we're just not in style anymore,
said Rodriguez. "But we're here to remind him that we're a permanent presence and link to Mexico,
no matter who's in office."

PRD to work with US Democrats on immigration, other issues
The center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) has not launched any major initiatives
regarding expatriates. The party has, however, quietly become involved in advocacy for expatriates
through its newly formed coalition with the US Democratic Party. The two parties signed an
agreement in early July to work closely on bilateral issues on which they have common positions,
such as immigration, energy, and human rights.
The two parties have not discussed specific actions on immigration but are expected to work
together on such issues as legalizing the status of undocumented Mexicans who have resided in the
US for several years. Some Democratic Party leaders are already pledging to move on this issue,
which became stalled because of strict security measures imposed by US President George W.
Bush's administration in the aftermath of the attacks on Washington and New York on Sept. 11, 2001
(see 2001-09-26).
In a speech before the US Latino organization National Council of La Raza, House Minority Leader
Richard Gephardt (D-MO) unveiled a plan to offer legal status to undocumented immigrants who
have been in the US for at least five years and who have worked for at least two years. "These
proposals reward hard work with fair play and help us in our fight against terrorism," Gephardt
said.
But some conservative Republicans like Thomas Tancredo (R-CO) dismissed Gephardt's statements
as a "political ploy" aimed at gaining Latino support for Democrats. Tancredo, a staunch opponent
of amnesty for undocumented workers, chairs the House Immigration Reform Caucus. "Our
relationship [with Mexico] should never be based on anything that requires the US to reward people
who come here illegally," he said in response to Fox's statement that an immigration-reform deal
could enhance US-Mexico relations.
A group of Mexican legislators from the three major parties, who traveled to the US on a three-day
mission to discuss immigration-related issues, said the amnesty plan is just one area that has strong
opposition among certain sectors in the US.
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The proposal to allow expatriates the right to vote in Mexican elections is also viewed with
suspicion. "In certain sectors of the US, the move to grant Mexicans a vote could be construed as
disloyalty to the country that has given them a new home," said Deputy Tarcisio Navarrete Montes
de Oca, a member of Fox's center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN).
The delegation, which traveled to the US in early July, met with government agencies as well as
nongovernmental agencies. Immigration top issue for appointee as US ambassador to Mexico
The Bush administration is having to straddle the line between trying to attract Latino votes and
appeasing the party's ultraconservative faction.
Before Sept. 11, Bush was heavily promoting amnesty for undocumented immigrants. These
proposals took a back seat to the strict border-security measures during the last three months of
2001 and into the first half of this year. In July, partly as a signal to Mexico that he plans to bump
immigration to a higher priority, Bush nominated Texas- born Latino Tony Garza to replace Jeffrey
Davidow as US ambassador to Mexico. Garza, who would be a bridge between the Bush and Fox
administrations on immigration reform, is expected to gain easy approval by the US Senate.
Garza is also expected to deal with other thorny bilateral problems, such as drug trafficking, NAFTA
disputes on such issues as US access to Mexican trucks, and alleged noncompliance by Mexico of a
water treaty with the US. Garza's appointment has met mistrust among some Mexican legislators.
In an interview with the Mexican daily newspaper Milenio Diario, Deputies Gustavo Carvajal and
Manuel Moreno Tello of the PRI and Emilio Ulloa and Sergio Acosta of the PRD raised concerns
about Garza's role as ambassador. Rather than expand relations with Mexico, the new ambassador
could adopt a hard line, forcing Fox to accept Bush's positions on immigration and other areas, said
the legislators.
Ulloa said Garza at one time expressed support for Proposition 187, promoted by California exgovernor Pete Wilson, which denied basic rights to immigrants (see SourceMex, 1994-11-02). The
legislators said Garza's views on immigration were not as high a concern as his strong support for
privatization of the energy sector, a position that would favor transnational companies. They said
this concern would become paramount during the upcoming debates in the Mexican Congress
on reforming the oil and electricity sectors. (Sources: La Jornada, 05/16/02; Agencia de noticias
Proceso, 07/09/02; Copley News Service, 07/12/02; La Cronica de Hoy, Associated Press, 07/17/02,
07/18/02; Milenio Diario, 07/18/02; The New York Times, 07/17/02, 07/19/02; The Dallas Morning
News, 07/04/02, 07/17/02, 07/21/02; El Universal, 04/15/02, 05/15/02, 07/22/02; The Fort Worth StarTelegram, 07/22/02; Reforma, 06/27/02, 07/11/02, 07/23/02; Los Angeles Times, 07/17/02, 07/23/02; The
News, 05/09/02, 05/12/02, 05/20/02, 07/17-19/02, 07/24/02)
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